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THE ISLES OF SCILLY

SEABIRD
RECOVERY
PROJECT

k

This pioneering, 25-year project is the largest
community-based island restoration in the world. The
main aim is to protect the seabirds in Scilly by keeping
St Agnes and Gugh ‘rat-free’.

The UK is internationally important for seabirds, but
many are declining. Among many challenges our
seabirds face, the greatest threat on land is predation
of eggs and chicks by brown rats.

Young Seabird Ambassadors
The project actively involves the children and young
people of Scilly as the future of our seabirds will be

in their hand

St Agnes schoolchildren monitoring Scilly shrews

Vegetation surveys using a quadrat

Volunteers

Volunteers are helping us to understand changes in a
wide range of wildlife during the project. There are
many opportunities to help with surveys of seabirds
and other wildlife. The benefits to the Scilly shrew of
restoration efforts are of special interest.

Scilly shrew © Ben Lascelles
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Seabird ambassador Francis Hicks

Seabird Friendly Communities

The residents of St Agnes and Gugh are central to the
development of the project and their support has made this
work possible.

“This exciting work has wonderful potential for our
wildlife, as well as long-term benefits for the
community and local farms. We are keen to share
our experiences with the many visitors who come to
these idyllic islands.”

Francis Hicks, Lowertown Farm

Project team working with the community

‘Rat-free’ Islands

Island restoration specialists, the community and
volunteers have teamed up for the removal and monitoring
of brown rats to keep St Agnes, Gugh and the uninhabited
islands ‘rat-free’. The project is working with the wider
community in Scilly to understand the potential benefits to
other inhabited islands.

Project partners and supporters

giving
_~\ nature
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Storm petrel ©Joe Pender Manx shearwater ©Joe Pender
Which seabirds are we helping?
Of the rich array of seabirds nesting in Scilly, two species
are likely to benefit most, Manx shearwater and storm
petrel. Other species, such as puffin, may also increase.

Seabird Friendly Tourism

e Boat trips around the uninhabited islands help people enjoy
the seabird spectacle.

¢ Guided natural history walks, talks and events help people
understand the seabird heritage of Scilly.

e Get to know your seabirds better, listen for the eerie calls of
Manx shearwater at night and tell us your seabird stories!

We need

YOUR help

to protect

our important
seabird heritage

* Report any rats (or rat
activity) on St Agnes, Gugh,
the uninhabited islands and on boats.

* Reduce food availability for rats on all islands.
Dispose of waste appropriately and store animal feed in rat-
proof containers.

* Become a ‘seabird ambassador’ and
volunteer for the project.

Please contact us at ios-seabirds.org.uk
or tel: 07881 517 047

The project is funded by LIFE, the EU'’s financial instrument for the
environment, and the Heritage Lottery Fund. The project is also
supported by the Defra-backed Isles of Scilly Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty Sustainable Development Fund (SDF).
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Keeping the Isles of Scilly special

The Isles of Scilly are protected for their inspiring
wildlife and landscape. This heritage is highly valued by
those living and working here, and is of regional,

national and international importance. This rich heritage
generates a significant income from tourism.
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We need YOUR help to protect
our important seabird heritage

Together we can keep these islands ‘rat-free’

Rats are the biggest threat to seabirds on land, please
report any signs of rats on the uninhabited islands,
St Agnes and Gugh, or on your boat. Call 01720 422153.

——— E 2 =" For further information visit ios-seabirds.org.uk
- . A - -

Puffin—a very popular summer visitor to the uninhabited islands

©Joe Pender The Project partners and supporters

e RSPB rspb.org.uk

Five things you can do to make a

. e Isles of Scilly Wildlife Trust www.ios-wildlifetrust.org.uk
difference

e |sles of Scilly Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
¢ Report any signs of rats on the uninhabited islands, ios-aonb.info
St Agnes and Gugh, or on your boat.
e |sles of Scilly Bird Group scilly-birding.co.uk
* Avoid seabird colonies, keep dogs under close control and

move away from birds showing signs of distress. * Natural England www.naturalengland.org.uk

e Duchy of Cornwall www.duchyofcornwall.org

~u giving
nature
a home

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity:
England and Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 July 2013

e Please follow restrictions on visiting the uninhabited
islands as all are important for wildlife.

The RSPB is the country’s
largest nature conservation
charity, inspiring everyone to
give nature a home.

e Always dispose of waste properly and help keep our
beaches clean - litter provides food and nesting material
for rats as well as being a hazard for seabirds and other
marine life. ()

e Become a ‘seabird ambassador’ as there are lots of
exciting opportunities to get involved and learn new skills.
Contact us at ios-seabirds.org.uk
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Your Guide to the...
Isles of Scilly
Seabird

Recovery Project K

Working with the local community and visitors on the
Isles of Scilly to enhance their important seabird heritage

All images © Isles of Scilly Seabird Recovery Project unless
otherwise stated.
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